
The Holy Family (1/10/21) 

 How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 

Business  This response of our Lord to the anxiety of his mother and father is telling for all of us.  

In contrast to the situation of the Magi who, despite all odds, found the Baby Jesus in the 

crowded and chaotic scene in Bethlehem - his own parents don’t know where to look for him.  

How much is that our own situation?  Seeking for the Lord where we expect He may be found.  

Looking for him in familiar places only, not realizing that in addition to those places, He is to be 

found in other places as well. 

 We would think it daft to fail to realize that He can be found here - in His Father’s house, 

doing the business of the Father in his saving act of sacrifice and reconciliation.  Truly he is to be 

found here, in the manifestation of his Body in the people here present and in the person of the 

priest who embodies Him, in the proclamation of the Word, and most especially in His 

mysterious presence in the Sacred Species of the Holy Eucharist.  But, these places are familiar 

to us, what about the presence of the Lord doing His Father’s business in other ways as well?  

What about in the poor and suffering whom the Lord stoops to care for (sometimes in our person 

if we cooperate)?  What about in the daily struggles that we are so anxious about, but in which 

the Lord comes to us as guide and friend?  What about in the love of family, which although 

sometimes strained, can be a powerful manifestation of the God who is love? 

 This feast we celebrate today focuses on family life.  Pope Benedict XV extended this 

feast from a local observance to the whole Church in 1921.  Remembering the Holy Family and 

the love and self sacrifice that it displays is truly edifying.  The humility of Joseph who takes on 

the role of foster father to the Divine Word and preforms his duties of education and protection 

of Jesus in a noble manner.  Mary who is the most laudable of humans, who through her trust and 

obedience to the Divine Will participated in the most intimate way possible in the incarnation 

and is by her son’s side thought it all.  Jesus who despite his rightful place in the Kingdom of 

Heaven condescends to come to Earth in fragile form and is obedient to his creatures Mary and 

Joseph.  A family model of mutual humility and self gift; a family model of perseverance, 

fidelity, and dedication; and, as we see today, a model of family love - as parents are wracked 

with anxiety only because of their genuine love for the child.  Did they fully understand who 



Jesus was and appreciate the complexity of his mission from the outset - perhaps not - but there 

is no disrespect, no defiance from any member at the confusion in the story today.  Parents move 

their heart to understand child, child is obedient to parents and they see growth in wisdom and 

the grace of God.  Such is the power of a family with God at its core that seeks to live together in 

humility, mutual love, and fidelity. 

 Our own families may not meet this ideal.  Perhaps there are not so many attempts at 

understanding, not so much resolution of hurts and divisions.  However, as the story shows us 

today, the family that seeks the Lord (represented by Jesus in the temple, and Mary and Joseph 

searching for Jesus) - this family can be led to a union in the Lord - and with that union, peace.  

Notice that it is in the house of God that family is reunited, and the Lord in encountered.  They 

were breaking usual routine in efforts to find each other.  It was in the house of the Lord - in the 

presence of the Lord - that they are made whole as a family and all anxiety is wiped away. 

 Many of our natural and usual routines as individuals and as families have been strained 

at this time.  Don’t forget that although we may not find human reconciliation and the Divine 

presence in the usual places at all times - The Lord is waiting to be found, waiting to heal.  Those 

who will not permit it, those who block this - even if they are members of our families - will be 

regretful one day when they realize the opportunity in  he Lord that they have missed, but those 

who search and are faithful will not have cause for regret.   

 In our lives we as individuals and as families need to follow Jesus in being present in the 

Temple of the Lord and in our daily prayer; we need to follow the example of the bystanders who 

listen to Jesus and be attentive ourselves as He - thorough the scriptures and the Tradition of the 

Church - unfolds for us the mysteries of God and poses the important questions we must reflect 

upon; we need to follow the example of Mary and Joseph who do not stop looking for Jesus until 

they have found Him.  The Magi were guided to Jesus by a mysterious star, Mary and Joseph 

were led by their love and desire to be reunited with their son and made whole as a family.  Let 

us keep our eyes open for the light of that guiding star, let us bind together in family so that we 

find the Lord together and can be made whole, and let us in all that [we] do … do [it] in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ - for He is the greatest thing to be sought, the most precious gift to 

be found.


